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N«. 45. 
(930/33/44) 


. . 

RE0. No, ^3? 


' f 



1 i 4 

BBi?nH itSaATicn, 

uokbovia. 

7th OeooBiber, 1944. 


3iP. 


r/lth Nfspatioe to 07 telsgram Ko, lio of the 
Snd Deoemher leet. 1 have the honour to encloee herewith 
for trenajulselon to the Secretariat of the hlniatr?' of 
aex4ca,original leaee anu aooompanj^g Court reglatration 
of probata respooting the plot of land adjoining thia 
Legation, ebioh waa aciiuired In dareh 1907 aa a aita for a 
reaidanoe for the Britioh Vioe-Conaul. 


2. ?he attoljiaint of thia objeot, after nearly eight 
yeora of effort, nhioh eluded the heat endOBToura of two 
of ny predeaeeaora. and. took ae alnoat two yeara to adiiere. 
«aa not accuiapllBhed without wueh toll and atrug le; firat 
in perauadlng the Liberian Oorornnant to buy out the oea- 
tending olaliaanta to the diaputed property, and eecondly 
in helping to find a fbraula oTor certain Inaeluble olaiau 
that would satiafy the re^iuirunenta of the local Court for 
the laoue of a Certlfioate of Probate. 


5. How that these dlffioultiea have at last been 
suooaaafully OTorcaao. the terjaa of the encloaure to ny 
deapatoh to the Foreign Office No, 43 of the 89th of 
November lost. aug.;eet that perhaps theee efforts have all 
D0®D In if uXlfijQai'OXjjr *(110 Lili0Fiaii ottpiial is Xo 

Diovod ifiib a cor^oapondin^ ‘iT'anfifar' of ibo 

LoiSatloiu tvom Moni^vltt to the new aite« jpor that pemuon 
It might porhape he edTluhle^ until tele matter ie eettled, 
not to ereot a permanent huildln£ on tela vacant lota which 
at any rate* under present war conditional would take much 
time to complete; but to content oneself instead with a 
tenqporary pre-fabrlcated buildlnic which would not cost much 
to construct^ and which could be quickly erected* Par thia 
purpose 1 would reoomiend something on the order of a 
Hlsaan hut; and as the United etstos Havy and the Raymond 
Concrete and Pile Oompeny of Hew York^ who are bow working 
here together on the Monrovia harbour project, have aliaady 
erected aeverml of those huts (known in the IMited Statoa 
^av^* reraion as ^Quanto* huta) for their white staff 
employed on this contract* It has occurred to izis that It 
might perhaps ho possible to harrow from them, unaer lend 
lease* one or two of those huts for erection on eur vnoant 
lot for the Vlce^<k)iuiul« fhe loan however could not be 
arranged here# but would have to be negotiated through tbs 
Foreign Office with the United Statca Havy department in 
Washlngtone 


4* If euch wax arrangeiiEint oould be madSiand carried into 
effect pall wo would have to do here is to ereot a oook houae 
at the back of the hut# and oonstruct a concrete tank to 
oolleot the rain water from the roof* The greatest difficul¬ 
ty to be met Wciild he the provision of furniture for the hut. 
of which there is none obtainable locally, 

5. in 

Ela lUi}esty*a 

Principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affalra* 

FOHlSICHf OPFIGB* 

lyondon# SeW, i« 









2. 


lj_. 

I . N y I ' . , . 


5* In the iqeantlue homver I have made a 
prtivlaloiial arranffement with the Uanagar ot Fireato&io 
Flwtationa foF the npnth to nonth i^aee^at an mapeoliried 
rental, of a aotall rumlahad house nn yov^ far frcua the 
Legation,once leased by fomer Vioe»GonsuX Longhand laore 
recently oooupied by a mcciber of Honrovla Bank staffs 

ao long as the house is not reciuired by the Bank for 
auoh further veoccupatlon* 

t have the honour to be, 
with the hi^ieat respect, 
air. 

Tour moat obedient, 
htable Servant, 

r 

^ oLurt, 
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BSUTlSli LiDA!ri01f» 

&tti 1£»44« 



Yoot Bxc«llenc7# 

I have the honuur tu ackx&o^adg* 2*eo6ipt 
of Your JSKQftllermy* & ^teo 141 G/i).F. of the 30 th 
96ve:2^beF and the 2 nd Deoet^her last respeotiveX^p 
regarding probate of the luaue of tlio plot of ground 
adjolTiliig this Lejstlonf and transit!tting under eoter 
of the latter Hotop an original of the leaae helxf^m 
our tao dovemtients aff^ ctlng tho aforoDentloned 
plotp to get tor with tto Court's Certificate of Probate 
thereto* 

In acknowledginic the eafe receipt of these 
two doewentSp X have the honouTp ou bolmXf of nr 
Oovernneutp to extend to Yoiir ilxaallenc^ and,to Hie 

4 

Honour the Attorney General ay gx^atefuX thanlcs fur your 
Joint untiring efforts in bringing this natter to a 
eaeceesful ooucIusIqii* 

X sTaU nyealf of the opportunity to oonray 

* 

I 

to Your BxeoIIency tto oeaurpnoe of my hii^eet oonsldarfr* 
' tloh and ostoeia* 

% 

H.B.M. CI»AWTi O'AFPAiaBS /B mSRIli 
AHD ACTINO consul CEnSR/J.. 


HI* Bxoallenoy 

TiM Setrotary of Ut«te 

of the Republlo gf hlberle^ 

I 

Depwtnunt of 8 tete« 
IttMBOVlA. 





2nd December 1944 


•C 


l.r. Chares d'Affaires: 

Y/lth f;irther reference to 
the Department's No.1415/D.F. of 30th 
ICox'ember 1944, I have the honour by 
direction of the Secretary of State to 
fonvaj'd her<^t/lth a dUpl^'oate copy of 
the orlfjlnal -lease be,t,W3fin .the Honourable 
Clarence L. Simpson, .fo^er\Secretary of 
state'of Liberia andfl'pi K. A. Long, 
formerly HisaBrNtannic iia^esty's Charge 


d' Af f it 1 red' ad -interim and : Act ing Con.sul 


General at Monrovia, for lot No. DICO, 
in the; City of y.onrovia, duly probated 


•C 


and re^istdred!:a. 06 Drdinfi to law. 


Your obedient servant 


t — — - LJ.. .. . LJ ".M . t-f ..W... . * 



Hr. John p, Trant, 

H.B.F. Charge d'flj’faires sd interim 


and Acting Consul General, 


British Legation, 
Monrovia. 


Hie N>. 53 

REG. Nu 

RECEIVED^- / 2 - vy 

















FnFNf! 1., 

I REa M n. qn 

TBLMGKAit i»KNT TO FORifilGK Oi?VICS: 

aATiSr * gnd December, 1944, 

Gmdst Govt» 

No,. 116, 

t 

% . 

Telsgi'Hia Mo,. ,116 of i»ecenil>er 'jjid. 

, • 
My telegr*nm Mo, 98, L/ease hea now "been proljated, 

* 

I hope to he ahle to forv/aPd original leaae and 

4 

reg^.stration hy next heg, 

TRAI^T 




« 










RADlbORAM 
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OOVKRMOR LAQCa 



&th. February 1944 










1415/DF 


30th November,1944 


Mr. Charge d'Affaires: 


I have the honour to forward you a 
duplicate copy of the original lease between 


the Honourable Clarence L. Simpson, former 
Secretary of State of Liberia and Vr. K. A. 
Long, formerly H. B, M. Charge d'Affaires 
ad interim and acting Consul General at 



Monrovia, for lot No, DlOO, in the City of 
Monrovia, iSilch has now been duly probated 
and registered according to law, thereby 
validating the above lease agreement between 
our respective Governments, 

Be pleased, Mr, Charge d'Affaires, 
to accept the assurance of my high esteem. 



The British Charge d'Affal 
and Acting Consul General, 
British Legation, 
Jfonrovla, 


FILE No. • 

REG 

REOEiVEH ' 









THIS INDENTURE made the sixth day of April 
in the year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
Thirty-seven between the Honourable Clarence L, 
Simpson, Secretary of State of the Republic of 
Liberia, Party of the First Part, and R. A. Long, 
Esquire, His Britannic Majesty’s Charge d'Affaires 
ad interim and Acting Consul General at Monrovia, 
Liberia, and his successors in office for and on 
behalf of the Oovernment of His Britannic Majesty, 
Party of the Second Part, Wltnesseth:- 

TKAT whereas the Government of His Britannic 
Majesty is desirous of extending the present pre¬ 
mises occupied by the residence of His official 
representative near the Govemraent of the Republic 
of Liberia, and has requested from the Party of the 
First Part a lease of land for that purpose, the: 
said Party of the First Part for and in considera¬ 
tion of the rents, covenants and agreements herein¬ 
after mentioned, reserved and contained on the part 
of the Party of the Second Part to be kept and per¬ 
formed, has leased, demised and to farm let unto 
the said Party of the Second Part all that lot or 
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the City 
of Monrovia, and Republic of Liberia, and bearing 
in the authentic Records of said City the number 







2 . 


DlOO, and bounded and described as follows 

COJ^'WCING at the Northwest comer of the 
adjoining British Legation fence and running 
thence North 52 degrees West two hiaidred and 
sixty-four feet (264-ft.); thence running 
South 38 degrees West two hundred and sixty- 
four feet (264-ft.); thence running South 
27 degrees and thirty minutes East two 
hundred and ninety feet C290-ft.); thence 
running North 38 degrees East three hmdred 
and elghtyslx feet (386-ft.) to the place 
of conmencement and containing two acres of 
land and no more, (as shown on plan annexed). 

To have and to hold the above mentioned and 
described premises with the buildings that rnty be 
placed thereon and the appurtenances thereunto ap¬ 
pertaining unto the said Party of the Second Fart 
for and during the full term of FORTY years thence 
next ensuing and fully tO;be completed and ended, 
with the privilege of renewing said lease for another 
terra or period of FORTY years on the same terns and 
corditions; said Party of the Second Part yielding 
and paying therefor unto the Party of the First Part, 
or his assigns yearly and every year during the 
term granted the yearly rent or sum of seventy-five 
(75) cents, money current in this Republic on the 
seventh day of April in each and every year during 
said tern. PROVIDED always, nevertheless, that If the 
yearly rent above reserved or any part thereof shall 
be behind or unpaid on any. day. of paymaht 
whereon the same ought to be paid as aforesaid or if 
default shall be made in any of the covenants herein 
contained on the part of the Party of the Second Part 



to be kept and performed then and from thenceforth 
It shall and may be lawful for the Party of the First 
Part or his assigns into and upon the i?aid demised 
premises and every part thereof wholly to re-enter 
and the same to have affain, repossess and enjoy as 
In his or their first and former estate anything 
hereinbefore contained to the contrary hereof in 
anywise notwithstanding; except that whenever such 
tsmis or porlods of* PORW year's,shall have expired 
duriner the absence from’ the Republic of Liberia of 
the Official Representative of the Party of the Second 
Part, reasonable notice, of at least three months, 
shall be given to the said Party of the Second Part 
before said Party of the First Part or his assigns 
shall re-enter and oust the Party of the Second Part* 
And the said Party of the Second Part doth 
hereby covenant to and with the Party of the First 
Part that he will take the premises hereby demised, 
and that he will pay or cause to be paid unto the 
Party of the First Part or his assigns the said 
yearly rent above reserved on the day and in the 
manner limited and prescribed, as aforesaid, the 
payment whereof without deduction, fraud, or delay 
according to the meaning of these presents; and that 
on the last day of said term or terms or other sooner 
determination of the estate hereby granted, the said 
Party of the Second Part shall and will cuietly leave 
and surrender and yield up unto the Party of the First 
Part or his assigns all and singular the said demised 
premises. 







4. 


And the said Party of the First 
Part doth covenant and agree by these presents 
that the said Party of the Second Part paying 
and yielding the said yearly rent above reserved, 
and performing the covenants and agreements 
aforesaid, on his part stipniated to be performed, 
that said Party of the Second Part shall and may 
at all times during said term hereby granted, peace¬ 
ably and ouletly, have, hold and enjoy the said 
demised premises without any let, suit, trouble 
or hindrance ofor from the said Party of the 
First Part or any person or persons whomsoever. 

IK WITNESS WHEFEOF the Parties 
hereunto have set their hands and seals to this 
Agreement In triplicate the year and day above 


written. 

. 

(LS) 

SOD) C. L, Simpson 
.SECHETARY OF STATE OF LIBERIA 

(LS) 

SGB) R. A. Long 

HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S CHARGE 
D'AFFAIRES AND ACTING CCX-ISUL GENERAL 





11th Novenhoi*, 1944 







E No. 




Dear Ur. King» 

With reference to yoia? letter of the 14th 

October last about probation of the title deeds to 

\ *■ 

the plot of land whicn yjur Govorninent has leased 
to ua adjoining our legation, 1 was wondering, in 
view of the difficulties j'ou 'describe, whether it 
would not be possible for the Liberian Oovemnent 
to pay into the local probate Court a sun which 
that Court night deen aufficier.t to covet* any claim 

V 

over the disputed plot; whereupon the Court, being 
satisfied that all x^uaalble cln^is against the 
prox^orty were provided for, would certify a clear 



title to the plot* 

I believe that buch procedure is habitual in 


the Probate Courts of the United. Kingdom; so 1 am 
wondering whether it would bo posBiblc to adopt-the 
satae procedure here. If so it would serve to expedite 
a settlenent of this natter, v/hich has been so long 

pending. 

^nouruble Chas. T.O. Youro sincerely,; 
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RADIOGRAM affllT TO FOHSIGN OFFIGK. 


DATS; 21a't October, 1944 

Qodes R» 

No* 98. 


Telegram Fo. 98 of October 2l8t. 

Your telegram Ifo. 32. I hope to have 
aome good news to give you very soon* 

TRANT, 


« 








9 



14th October, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Trant 


I was out yesterday when your note was 


received at the Department, else I would have 
hastily sent you a reply thereto, due to Its ur¬ 
gency . 

The deeds to oover the plots ovmed by Mrs. 
Buchanan and the Vincent’s heirs, respectively, 
have already been executed In favour of the Liberian 
Government. That for the plot owned by Mr.J.C.Glass 
has notias yet been executed, as since negotiations 
were begpn v/lth this centleman, a'doubt arose as to 
the validity or. gemiiness of hiS title. This phase 
of the matter has been claiming the attention of the 
Department of Justice, but because of the absence of 
Mr.Glass out of the Country, a consequent delay has 
been occasioned. I shall have this matter to claim my 
Immediate attention during the early part of next 
week so that it can b " “ losed. 


Honourable J.P.Trant, 

British Legat 1 Snj^lonrovl^ 















I 



t:|lE N<„ 



1< th Octolser, 


1944, 


Bear Mr. Klng^ 

\nth reference to ilr. Dennis* personal 
letter to roe of the 14tli June last, regarding the 
plot; of land Thlch we have leased adjoining this 
Degat 101*9 the Fureigti office hns now talegraphed 
to ine to en^julre whether the liiherian Coux*t of 
oontpetent Jurisdiction lias yet rendci'ed ito approva* 
of the lease, 

I hope you c«n let me have an affiritatlvo 


ai m we r to this (juoBtion as the Po reign tf* ice is 
evidently anxious to have this natter settled without 



fui’thar ilolay* 


fouJM axncerely, 

tauiWP IMftflIt 


Honourable Chas, T. 0« King* 
Departc«at of state* 
MONROVIA, 





f 



DBCODBr P0R3I0N OFVIOiS, LOT^DON 
DATSs ' - SO;40 Oct^.12, 1944. 

Received 09;30 Oct. 18, 1944. 

Code; R. 

. ITo. 32. 


Telegram No. 32 of October 12th. % 

4 - 

Uy despatch No. 19. How does the matter 
now stand? 

JBOHKrAiiY OP STATE POR 
PORKIGN APPAlSa. 




I ' 


* 











15th June, 1944. 


• % 


Dear Ur. Dennis, 

Thank you very nuch for your letter 
of the 14th instant containing tJw good news 
about t)ie plot of land In wliich we are 
interested. You are greatly to he congratulated 
for the energy find tenacity you have cUtsplayed 
in this difficult matter, which is now being 
crovmed with succesB. 

In deep appreciation, 

Believe me, 

Sincerely yours, . 


Honourable Gabriel L, Dennis, 
Secretary of State 

of the Republic of hiberia, 
‘ Department of State, 
MONROVIA. 






14th June, 1944. 


Dear Mr. Trant 


1 aj!i pf eased to Inform you that title 


Deeds in favour of the Republic of Liberia from 
the Vincent Heirs and Mrs. Sarah Buchanan have 
been received at the Department for the plot of 
land adjoining that upon rlilch the British Legation 
stands. The other deed of Mr. J. C, Glass will 
soon be surrendered to the Department as soon as 
legal procedures hav“ been concluded. You may 
now regard the cuestlon of title as having been 
closed and you can proceed to make use of the land 
-Without molestation. 



Sincerely yours, 


Mr. John P. Trant 


British Charge d'Affaires a.i. 
and Acting Consul General 


British Legation, MONROVIA 










POHEIGN OFFICE 
-3,W. 1. , 


(K 3616/‘^a2^^84) 18th April, 1944. 


Sir, 


With reference to your semi¬ 
official letter No.92/33/44 of 29th 
January to Mr. Hutcheon, regarding 
the plot of land adjoining the 
Legation premises at Monrovia, I 
have to enclose a copy of a semi¬ 
official letter from the Ministry 
of aorics and to re guest that you will 
act as suggested in the last 
paragraph of the letter. 


I am,v/ith great truth, 


Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 

(For Mr,Winston Churchill) 


ti. P* Trant, r»ou* , 

etc., etc., etc., 
Monrovia.^ 















JvUnistry of -Yorks 

Lambeth Bridge House, 

3616 / 2328 / 224 ) Albert iiinbankment, 

L. 0 . 13/1515 London, 3.E.1. 

P.O.ref: K 13637/783/224 

22nd March, 1944- 


Lear Hutcheon, 

With reference to the letter of the 29 th 
January which the Charge d'Affaires at Monrovia 
addressed to you, a copy of which we received, 
concerning the land adjoining the Legation 
premises, we do not propose to undertake site 
clearance, road making or other preparatory 
building work which, we consider, must await 
post-war consideration. 

The site was originally leased for a rcjsidence 
for the Vice-Consul but we know from your 
I letter of the 23rd July last that accommodation 

for the Vice-Consul is not now a matter of urgency 
and, so far as the present Legation building is 
concerned, we have authorised an installation of 
water-flushed sanitation v/hich ought' to be a big 
improvement on the present primitive arrangements 
and we assume that for the time being, the building 
will do. 

» * 

Considering, however, the trouble and delay 
there has been in establishing our lease we are 
prepared to defray the cost of temporary fencing, 
if this is considered essential by Trant, provided, 
of course, that it is not expensive. 

^ In/ 

A.B. Hutcheon, iJsq. , C.il.Q. , M.B.E., 

Foreign Office, 

S.V/.1. 



V 








T. 


^ =* 3 » 

v' ■ ^ ;. 


In all the circumstances we hope you agree to 
the foregoing and perhaps you will be so good as to 
inform the Charge d’Affaires accordingly and ask him 
to let us have, in due course, the original lease 
and registration documents when legal fomalities 
have been completed. We will let him have photo¬ 
copies for retention. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sd.) J.iS. V/inter 
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531/d.S’. 


^'- 


5-bh April 1944 

:r"'T ^ 



T,Ir. Cliarge d*Affaires: A ftfeC 


I have the honour to acknowledge 


receipt of your letter Mo♦281/33/44 of 3rd 


April 1944 j with a cheque for the sum of 


$1-25 (U-S.) In payment of the rent of the land 


on which the British Legation is built and of 


the adjoining plot, and to forward herewith 


a receipt for same in triplicate. 


Be pleased to accept. l^Ir* Ciiarge 


d’Affaires, the assurance of my hig)i considera- 

* 

tioh. 





BTAEE 


LOliarge d’Affaires, a.i*, 


and Acting ^^onsul ’^enei'al, 


British Legation, 
* 

Monrovia, 






I 


















LKOATION, 


KONfiUVIA* 

^ c V r3rd April, 1944, 


I have the honour to treiiBr.it herewith 
cheque for the 8ur» of (0.0*) the eciuivelent 

cf 6/3d In pnjrrrnt of the rent of the lanJ on which 
the Brltleh legation Ir hullt and of the adjoining 
plot# both leeeed by Hie llajeiity’a Govt?riii';ent from 





Your Kxrellency, 



i; 


the Oovernr.RTit of Liberia, and to request that tl^ 
usual receipts in triplicate nay be Ibrwarded to 

me. 

I avail layself of tho opi>urtunity to convoy 

to Your excellency the aBaunmce of my higlieat 

cone iderat ion and eeterr., 

« 

d.U. CHaHOK n'/J-VAIKKa' ad ijitorica 
and AOTIHG CONSUL 


Kio K;tceller.ey 

The 3eci*etnr*y of State 

of th'* Republic of Liberia, 

OF STATS, 
Uonrovin. 







3i'(l Petruriry, 1944. 


Dear Ur* King, 

I thank you for your letter 87/j). P, of 
the 2nd Instiuit) in which you were good enough 
to Inforra me that negotiations were now under 
way for the acquisition hy the JAherian Oovem- 
ment of the plot of limd adjoining this Legation 
already leaaed to His Majesty's Oovernroent; and 
that clearing of the plot may now be undertaken. 


I accordingly beg to return herewlti; one 
of the three uriginala of the lease, which was 
lent to us for examination by Mr. Uimpaon laat 
year: and which can nrts&ently be validated, 
along with the other two originals in the 
poasesaion of the Department of fit ate. 

Youra sincerely. 



I 


Chas. T.O. King, Baqulre, 
Department of State, 
UONRC'yaA. 



87/DF 


2nd February, 1944, 


Mr 


Dear Mr. Trante, 

I have pleasure to inform you that 
negotiations are now going on between the De¬ 
partment of Justice and Mrs, Buchan^ for the 
piece of land leased your Legation by Government. 
So soon as our title Is perfected you rill be 
notified. In the meanwhile you may proceed with 
the clearings desired by you. 


Faithfully /yours, 





ASSISTi^ SEG^ ^ARy 



J. P, Trante, 
British Legation, 
Monrovia. 









94 / 33 / 44 . 



# BIS Majesty’s charge d'Affalt^es at MONROVIA 
ents bis compliments to q,^ Howard Jones, 

and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 

documents. 

B rituh Legu t-ion ^ .. 


■' ...MON’HO'/I Av 


Reference to previous correspon 




194 . 


■4V 


Gapt. Howard Jones* letter AG/CiHJ of 17th 
June, 1943 to UCtescJiptfwj o^iHasrti^uriiritiBh Legation 

-^- 

Name and Date. Subject. 


Copy of Mr. John P. 

Trent's letter No. 92/33;.'44 of 
29th January, 1944 to • 

A. B. Hutcheon, Ksq., Re lease of plot of 

B. M.G. , M.B.K. , of the land adjoining to 
Foreign Office, London the British Legation, 


I 



»479a 2«n9-^2 (4). 

























3/33/44, 


lUS Majesty’s Charge d*Affaiites at MONRuVIA 
lents his coonplimeQts to Mr* A* J• Filer 
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned 
documents. 

British XtCgat io.n.^.. 

MONRO’‘/IA. 


29tlv . 1944 ^.. 

Reference to /»r<?utou8 correspondence: 


Mr, Filer’s letter ^D.C, 13/1513; to Under- 
secretary of of lith .T.m^ 


Name and Date. 


Subjec^!^* 


Copy of Mr, John P, Trent 
letter No. 92/33/44 of 
29th January, 1944, to 
A. B, Hutcheon, Ksi,, 
C.M.O, , M.B.K, of the 
Foreign Offi©e,Ljnaon 



lie lease of plot of 
1^3nd adjoini.ng to 
British Legation, 
Lonro/ir. 



3479a 2S019—2 (4) 




















t7ith refercnoe to your letter {K1365?/?85/l'24) of 
the i;ith Novetabar last regarding the lease of the plot of 
land adjoining this L$::ifstiont I am now shle to infom you 
that the new LlberiEiii Administration has recognised our 
right to the Xmaa of thia plot, and la now engHgea in 
arranging for Ita the tVovamaaent, so that 

pruhata can oa given upon qw original lansa* 

Thia nay take a little time to arrange, but In the 
neantiiie wo are authorised to go ahead with our plana fur 
clearing tiis plot, fencing the property, levelling the 
ground, making the approaches, and oolleeting building 
material ot the appropriate site for the foundations of 
the new building, there ia a lot to do in this conneotion, 
as the ground is very rocky, and alopee fairly ataeply to 
the sea; so that In ny view, no tire should be loat in 
getting ahead with theao preparations. 



The firet thing to deoide before anything else can be 
dona ia the location of the new house, the area it la to 
occupy, ami ita avenue of approach from the main drive way; 
and in order to decide theoe matters, it seems to rre that an 
architect and surveyor will have to bo sent out before we 
can make imich headway* The first thing thr^t must be decided 
is the type uf houac to be built.whei'C it is to be built, 
and whether it is still to csonatitute the Vice-OonsuX^s liouas, 


or whether it ia to onbody the nuw Legation* There is imich 
to be said in favour 'of tine latter Bug^Btloti,slthou|^ the 
old tlouat:^ ie still capable of hoit 3C alteration tind enlsrgensant. 
in order to make it laore adaptoble to inodem conditions* 

Vfe have t c plaae hero; th<- first is of the generai Ir.y 
out of the existing prer^^ises, lUid sdj^iniiig vacant plot, 
upon which the proposed position of the new Vice-Gonsul's 
bungalow Is marked* This pltin wue sent out to ua under 
cover of letter /d)/GHJ of the 25rd Uotobsr, 1950 froni the 
(Jhief ivTchitect’s Division of H*iL ufx ice of Works* tn tliln 
plan the propuiiied new bungalow is sliown on the sane level, 
and in line \rith the present Legation* i oonBidsr this too 
low, and propose; that it should bo built up about )£<J feet 
higher, where th^i air and breese is better, about on a lixte 
with our proaent tennia court, which is r^lso shown in the 
plan. A motor drive-wiy from behind the tennis court should 
also bo oynstrticted to opproach the buildinc, which Is itot 
pi*ovlded '•or in the plan. The second plan of ths proi^ssd 
new bun^nlow was sent to us under cover of yoreign Office 
dss>>atch Wo. 139 (K56TU/3439/i ;i4) of tf^ 86th korch 1931, 
Whatever typo of house is eventually to be built, this plsn 
will also reiuirs modification* 


A. i3. Hutcheon, Ha i,, C.k. 0. , h*^*, 

Kgreign office. 
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I would therefore like your decision on all these 
points* 80 that we Day Qo ahead in preparing the site 
as soon mm pus8ible«^ 

i an sending co^es of this Xe^terutn Gap tain Howard Jonea 
of the i)irectoratit]^f Works Mvlsion of the Miniatry of 
tforks ^i^JjuiidingSf Aboil House, John lalip dtreet, 
WeetMinster; and bIso to Hr* A* J. Filer, Miniatry of Vorkm, 
Lambeth Bridge House, Albert Htabunkinent, London, H«K. 1, 
whoD you will probably wish tg coneuXt before sending me 
your answer* 

Youtb ever, a 

% 


- ► " • i' I < 





1 ‘* 4 : 

' v.‘ 


- , - 

NT ‘ ' ‘ *’ ” ■ I *• • 

-Xi' ■ \ ^*- -- 

^ ..V-^ . '■ - , 

. ' XVf jXi * 4*.' V ^ _ . . » - . - . 

f '^^EL'-vye V . V 

*-f j-ii ^ 

' X; . 

V X ..' > : 

‘ ... 

«^3if ‘.^3 1* 2^ 

f _AoC*'.-v _ ■ 

. ■''»• A-... , V ,, .. 


*» 

' r t 




( 


.4 - 







- CtNi-'ViXi 

*<VY 


r 

1. 1 

■^3 •- ^^9 

\!i 
i ’X 

<^enj^ Qcyi 

1 

K< 

f 

' ^€>^^{ [ rV^t^ 

y-- — ^ 

[ 

.-1 . 

&^^OrtA) K* it-*+JLhI 


^ > 5 I 

p^i 

t; ^ ( 




Sii-e.t-’^^ 




* “ ^ ■ j 


: DR*# 

‘-.. i^iVfSWp ON I fi^'fJSST' 

p-**»*»» ft ^ 

/\r«-t l^l^l^icrQ*-( 


CS41fc 


ciR.1 : -yj*....- 

CUjiCT;j5frfH-fo<r<^ > 


- < 


r u/^'^toKv 

Sf4^tO(54 


^ <5) t 


^ , 5k * 


1 (^1 

?>«*« 


m: 


i 


y 


m 



y 


Uft ^mC!^ t£. 







. % 










































t. 


‘r r.t r r r t . 




-f.B-Tvl 

[. LEGATION 

f MOWILOVIA- SITE PLAN ' 

- ' -----— ^o c4- 


























































V 


• p 



VEfcAUOAH 


H.5.M LtGATlOfii. WOMR-OViA, 

PROPOSED . aUWqALO'W j^VKS. COW.5ULATE:. 


































































J 


2l8t January, 1944 



Dear )Ir. King, 

I thank you for your letter 47/L of 

the Inatant which has been received aiid 

« 

read with much, appreciation, £ look forward 
with you to a prompt final and uatiafactory 
settloment of thia matter wjiich x feel sure 
will rumove all existint^ laxQunderutandinga 
between our two Govcrniaento. 



Youra sincerely, 
JOHN 


Chas. ?.0* King, , 
Department of Dtate, 


MO^ntOYIA, 






j FILS. Ho. iS 
• j \<o. 5^^ 

I RCCtJV-i; 

47/L. 



iilst January, 1944 


Kir. Charge d'Affaires, 

I have the honour to refer to 
your note No. 60/33/44 of yesterday's date In which 
is mentioned the long outstanding question between 
your Legation and the Department with respect to the 
plot of land adjoining that upon urtiich your Legation 
stands and vrtilch was leased by my Government to His 
Majesty's Government as late as the 6th April 1937, 
for the purpose of extending and enlarging your Le- 

% 

^ gation premises. 

His Excellency the Secretary of 
State notes the Instructions of your Government to you 
in regard to the ar parent reluctance and continued 
failure on the part of my Government to Implement the 
provisions and to provide the security of tenure.guaran¬ 
teed your Legation as contained in the final paragraph 
of the lease agreement existing between our respective 
Governments; and instructs me to state that effective 
measures and steps are now being taken to effectuate the 
provisions of said document: and the hope Is also ex¬ 
pressed by my Government that you will convey to His 
Britannic Majesty's Government her" deep concern and re¬ 
gret over this delicate situation. 

Be pleased to accept Mr. Charge d'Affaires 

the renewed assurance of 

H. B. M. Charge d'Affaires 
British Legation 

Monrovia — 















BRITISH LB&ATIOK^ 



MONROVIA* 

2Uth January» 19^M* 


Your Rxoallancyt 

The arohlvea of thia Legationp ae douBtleas 
those of the I>epartniant of State« contain a reourrent 
and equally unprofitable oorreapondenc© over the past 
seven years on the question of a plot of land adjoin¬ 
ing that upon vrhich this Legation standsp which was 
leased by the Liberian Oovernnicnt to His Majesty's 
Oovarnment on the 6th Aprilp 1927* for the purpooe of 
extending and enlarging the Legation prcQ'.isos. I shall 
not weary Your iixceliency with a recital of all this 
oorrespondeiicep as the Uh tails are to be found in the 
respective files* I am now 8 iir 4 >ly Instructed by my 
Oovernnent to state that it is frankly disappointed st 
the continued failure and reluctance on thu port of the 
Liberian 0ovenunentp after once having concluded the 
lesaep to iiaplement its proviaiunep and to provide the 

aeourity of tenure guat'snteed to this Legation in the 

% 

final paiagraph of thfit docunent* My Ooveraiaent is 
therefore constrained to perceive in this continued re- 
luctfsnce on the part of the Liberian OoTornnent to 
provide this Legation with a clear and undisputed title 
to the lease, a cori^espondlng unwillingness on its port 


to 


His Kxcellenoy 

The Secretary of Btate 

of the Republic of Liberiap 
l)i4PARrk-*NT W BTaTK, 


Monrovia* 








to oontompXate the prospect or an enlarged imd 
etxpancicd Legation devoted tu the ifork of friendly 
co-operation *<rlth the Oovernniont of this country. 

This apprehension is naturally extreiaely embarrasaing 
to my Government» which haa come reluctantly to the 
conclusion that so long as the Liberian Oovemroent shows 
no disposition to validate and uphold the lease« it 
should perheps seek to curt ail t rather than to expandp 
the activities of the British Legation in Liberia, 

X regret that this should be one of the first 
matters that I shoiild have to take up with Your 
Sxoellency at the outset of your assumption of office; 
but I feel sure that I could have no better or more 
helpful ally in trying to find a solution to this 
vexatious question. 

X avail myself of the opx>ortunity to convey 
to Your Kxcellency the ae8uranoe<of my highest 
consideration and esteem, 

f .1) JOBS P. ‘OUR 

H.B.S. CHjJiUU D'aFI- aIKIM AU IMTiCaM 
AND ACiiNn coNmn. o*^hal. 



